
 

 

      

       

      

AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

Scoring Guidelines for 

Short-Answer Question –  

Period 3
 
Use the chart to answer parts a, b, and c. 

POPULATION OF SLAVES 

1790 1800 
Maine 0 0 

New Hampshire 158 8 

Vermont 16 0 

Massachusetts 0 0 

Rhode Island 948 380 

Connecticut 2,764 951 

New York 21,324 20,613 

Pennsylvania 3,737 1,706 

New Jersey  11,423 12,422 

Delaware  8,887 6,153 

Maryland 103,036 107,707 

Kentucky 12,430 40,343 

Virginia  292,627 346,968 

Tennessee — 13,584 

North Carolina 100,572 133,296 

South Carolina 107,094 146,151 

Georgia 29,264 59,699 

United States	  401,653 889,981 

Source: Census 1790 and Census 1800 
U.S. Census Bureau 

Use the chart to answer parts a, b, and c. 

a) 	  Identify ONE regional difference depicted in the chart. 

b) 	 Briefly explain ONE important factor that contributed to the 
difference you described in part a. 

c)	 Briefly explain ONE way in which the factor you described in 
part b contributed to the formation of regional identities. 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS 1 
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AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

Learning Objective AP History 
Practice/Reasoning 
Skill 

Key Concepts  
in the 
Curriculum 
Framework 

WXT-1.0 Explain how 
different labor systems 
developed in North 
America and the United 
States, and explain 
their effects on workers’  
lives and U.S. society. 

Appropriate 
Use of Relevant 
Historical Evidence 

3.2.III 

Scoring Scale and Guide 
0–3 points 

a) 	 The response identifies one regional difference depicted in 
the chart. 

0–1 point(s) 

b) 	 The response briefly explains one important factor that 
contributed to the difference described in part a. 

0–1 point(s) 

c) 	 The response briefly explains one way in which the factor 
described in part b contributed to the formation of regional 
identities. 

0–1 point(s) 

Scoring Notes 
a) 	 Identify ONE regional difference depicted in the chart. Examples 

could include but are not limited to the following: 

i Southern States: The slave population in the southern states 
increased between 1790 and 1800. (Southern states include 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, 
Kentucky, and Tennessee. The number of slaves in these 
states as a whole grew from 645,023 in 1790 to 847,748 in 
1800 or by approximately 24 percent, which equates to an 
increase of one new slave for every four existing slaves.) 

i New England: The slave population in New England 
decreased between 1790 and 1800. (New England states 
include Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, and Connecticut. The number of slaves in this 
region decreased from 3,886 in 1790 to 1,339 in 1800 or by 
approximately 66 percent, which equates to a decrease of 
two slaves for every three slaves.) 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS 2 
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AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

i Middle States: The slave population in the Middle States 
decreased between 1790 and 1800. (Middle states include 
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware. The 
number of slaves in this region decreased from 45,371 in 
1790 to 40,894 in 1800 or by approximately 10 percent, 
which equates to a decrease of one slave for every 10 
existing slaves.) 

b) 	 Briefly explain one important factor that contributed to the 
difference you described in part a. Examples could include but 
are not limited to the following: 

i An increased demand for slave labor in Southern states after 
the invention of cotton gin 

i The importation of slaves into the Southern states 

i Natural increase in the slave population, especially in 
Southern states where children born to slave mothers were 
also the slaves of the mother’s master 

i A rapid shift toward industrialization in New England 

i The passage of gradual emancipation laws in Northern 
states 

i The growing prominence of social reformers and 
organizations in New England and the middle states 
appealed to moral sensibilities of justice and freedom 

i A rise in manumissions as middle states relaxed the 
regulations associated with the process for freeing slaves 

i A shift away from labor-intensive farming in the middle 
states 

c) 	 Briefly explain ONE way in which the factor you described 
in part b contributed to the formation of regional identities. 
Examples could include but are not limited to the following: 

i Southern states developed a regional identity that included: 
reliance on cotton, continued use of slave labor, advocacy for 
individual property rights, and support of states’ rights. 

i New England and middle states developed regional 
identities that included: emphasis on industrialization, 
passage of gradual abolition laws, and a shift away from 
labor-intensive farming. 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS 3 
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